  MARIA ZHALNINA

1301 14th avenue apt.2, San Francisco CA, 94121

+1 (415) 734 74 07         www.zhalnina.com/design        maria@zhalnina.com
OBJECTIVE:
To obtain challenging position as graphic/interactive designer or art director that will utilize my experience, skills and creativity to help make the company a front-running and profitable competitor in a global marketplace.

QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY:
· Twelve years of experience in the field of graphic design.

· Very strong understanding of design principles and strong ability to push the creative envelope.

· Highly organized self-starter and fast learner with a highly positive attitude.

· Ability to work well independently or as part of a team.

· Excellent teamwork skills, great team player.

· Highly proficient in commonly used graphic applications such as Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Flash and others.
· Extensive experience in designing magazines, posters, covers, corporative identity and various commercial artworks.

· Strong experience in designing and implementing web pages.
SKILLS:

· Software:  Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, QuarkXpress, Flash, Microsoft Office, Dreamweaver.

· Operating Systems:  Mac OS, Windows. 

· Traditional Media: Acrylic, oils, gouache, watercolor, ink, etching, wood curving.
WORK EXPERIENCE:
Unified Color (www.unifiedcolor.com)
October 2008 – Present


Freelance Art Director
· Worked as a key designer responsible for conceptualization and marketing of emerging corporation.

· Designed the logo, posters, banners, presentations, user interfaces and collateral.

· Designed the webpage and web banners.

· Won first prize at SVOD -2008 conference with presentation of Unified Color Technology, which has helped the company to secure funding.

Mac Center (www.box.ru)
January 2009 – July 2009

Senior Graphic/Interactive Designer
· Conceptualized and designed interactive interfaces, online stores, corporative identity, illustrated collateral, logos, posters, flyers, flash banners, user manuals, advertisements and packaging for well-known distributor of Apple computers, handheld computers, PDA phones, Smartphone devices, accessories, and navigation software.
· Closely collaborated with engineers, business analysts, and customers to add new features and increase usability.
· Assessed business requirements and developed software interface specifications.

· Designed and prototyped interfaces incorporating new features into the existing software architecture.

· Designed site sections, mini-sites, email newsletters, flash content and animated promotions.
Independent Media Sanoma Magazines ( www.imedia.ru)
October 2005 – August 2008

Art Director of Customer Publishing Department (Jan 2006 – Aug 2008)
Designer (Oct 2005 – Jan 2006)
Magazines:

· «Bacardi&Martini» www.magazine.bmrussia.ru/ - layout, art direction, graphic design
· «ProLife» www.prolife366.ru – layout, art direction, graphic design

· «HLCity» www. msk.hlc.beeline.ru/magazine/ - art direction, graphic design

· «Independence Style» - layout, art direction, graphic design

· «Snow Queen» - graphic design

· «Orange Orange» - graphic design

· «Panasonic» - graphic design
Contributions:
· Served as art director and designer for a start-up project of customer publishing in the biggest publishing house in Russia. 

· Created customer media and won contracts in numerous competitions for contracts from large Russian corporations.

· Created six layouts for various magazines - two layouts won tenders and brought our company contracts for $1 000 000. 

· Was responsible for overall presentation of three annual magazines by inspecting all parts of the printing process (layout creation to typography).

· Worked as a team with photo editor, photographers, designers, print managers and illustrators.

· Collaborated with company’s head office and editorial staff in creating the magazine, brochures, and design collateral, developing a sophisticated and austere style.

· Personally illustrated magazines I was directly staffed on as well as other magazines belonging to my publishing house.  These included Cosmopolitan Russia, Harvard Business Review Russia, and FHM Russia, among others.

Profit Plus corporation
Jan 2004 – Aug 2004

Freelance Art Director 
Magazine:

· «Compass of Industrial Rebranding» - layout, illustrations, graphic design.
Contributions:

· Renovated industrial edition of magazine, making it more visually appealing with illustrations and more marketable by changing style of magazine to a lifestyle and casual design.

Open Systems Publishing (www.osp.ru )
September 1998 –  January 2004
Art Director (Oct 2002 – Jan 2004) 
Illustrator (Sept 1998 – Oct 2002)
Magazine:

· «Art of Management» - art direction, illustrations

Contributions:

· Due to the number and quality of illustrations I helped to contribute, created the moniker “Russian New Yorker” for the first Russian business-oriented annual magazine.

· Worked as a team with illustrators, designers and photographers, discovering in collaboration a unique visual style for every article of the media. 
EDUCATION:
· MFA, Moscow State Academic Art Institute named after V.Surikov, Illustration Department.
· Moscow Academic Art School Intensive studies of Drawing, Painting.
AWARDS:

· 2008    «Best in start-ups» (presentation) - SVOD 2008, CA.
· 2007    Finalist of the «You аre the Artist» contest, organized by the museum ART4.RU.

· 2003     Nomination to «The Cover of the Year» contest in «Business-oriented media».

REFERENCES:
· Available upon request.
